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| went to Washington Family Ranch (WFR), OR. A 48ile drive from Reno, with the last 15 mi on dirt
roads. It's about 35 mi NNW from OSP (straigh¢)inRemote, no cellular coverage. We were 12amile
North of the eclipse centerline. The durationavélity there was just under 2 min. The nearesht
Antelope, OR.

Traffic was hyped before the eclipse, especialthattown of Madras. So | left Reno Friday aftermamd
drove to Klamath Falls to shorten the trip on Sddyr We arrived at WFR 10 am Saturday. There were
problems with gas and we had great accommodatians t

| scouted numerous spots near WFR, picked MaysriRaise6 mi South of WFR. On eclipse day, we had
to turn around on the way to Mays to avoid smok& tlouds low in the south. Ended up viewing from
only 1.4 mi south of WFR. The turnaround cost seeteip time. In the last few minutes of setup ae to
move to avoid power lines at the improvised logatio

But the view was great. My homemade solar scop&eadbgreat and gave a large image of the partial
phases. Used my C5 at 50x to view totality an@weithe last 3 min of partial, plus first 30 se¢atél. The
C5 gave a fantastic view. Lots of color and detaiinoon's limb. Also viewed with 7x50 binoculagseat
view, and saw Regulus too. As was the naked sg&v-Venus too. Largest corona I've seen compared t
1979 and 1991. | saw only one prominence, visibl@nos and C5 but didn't notice it with naked .eyide
corona was stunning. Diamond rings were stunnirdjdn't see Bailey's Beads. And it was over \Wway
soon. It seemed like 1 minute, not 2.




The Fahey family, Jim, Jennifer, and Patricia, $farks at 3:30 pm after school let out. We drov/ells
Nevada and spent the night there. We were umation the road by 8:30 and started the finaltwek
Idaho Falls. Fearing gloom and doom we made oal fias stop about 10 miles out of town. We adiat
the Fairbridge about 3:00 pm and checked in. Tdw was great. The Bees Restaurant had filling food

Slowly the others arrived and most got a meal arfietd. The final personnel arrived on Saturdaynday,
Andy and family plus Jennifer and Patricia wenthte Zoo. Jim took the PST to the river bank in the
afternoon for public viewing of the sun. Brad antders went on a scouting trip for places to view.

4PM was an ASN meeting of who was going where angl way’s group went to a teacher’s house. Brad
report said the BYU look good but a Wildlife Parkswgreat! He had several join him in the wildpgerk to
be closer to nature for this natural event. Arilith, Steve, Richard, Mike, Tony and Jim stayethat
Fairbridge back yard for many reasons. So fagtbem and doom of short supplies was not present.
Traffic was light. The backyard was filling up butt crowded.

First contact came and the eclipse began. Theeaméslowing changing size. The smaller it gotviiied
picked up. A coolness started to be noticed. @&dd the approach of the shadow but trees wetein
way. Then a flash of darkness! The diamond ringkgld out. The corona appeared. | never thought |
would ever see such a sight. You see photogréaph$iere was darkness, Venus was bright, and a red
sunset 360 degrees around you impacting your midrk minute fifty seconds seemed like 10 seconds.
Over and done.

Several stayed for the sun spitting out of the mmainthe Fahey’s had a 12 hour drive back to Spare
car gassed and ready to go, so we tried to leal®léhlls. Not so fast my friends! We all arrivatd
different times Saturday and Sunday, but everyefteat the same time. Like leaving a football gdme
instead of 60,000 leaving, 250,000 were leavindno@rs later we were only 40 miles away and still i
bumper to bumper traffic. Then there was the raadstruction on 184 and 180 that could not hand&eltad
of traffic. We left Idaho Falls at 11:30 and aedvin Sparks at 12:30 AM. Safe and sound we wakatu
5:30 for another day of teaching and being a studiewent back to bed. Retirement has its benefily
biggest memory is the darkness, wind, and cooltiegsno photograph can give you.







| watched the 2017 eclipse on a remote ridge rafrffohn Day, OR. The ridge was devoid of treewso
had low E.W & South horizons. The transition atssetcontact was overwhelming, everything at orloe; t
black hole, the corona exploding, Bailey's beadsrdlares, Venus, Jupiter, stars, unbelievable.

Here is a link to a GoPro of the eclipsers reastion

https://youtu.be/hZqlOx7gMmQ










| posted my photo album of the eclipse on the ASNdbook page, taken in Madras OR. What an
unbelievable experience!!! There is also a 4 minvideo clip from just before the eclipse to jusktafYou
can hear the rush of close to 100,000 people aigeeri
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| had previously seen total eclipses in 1979 arill1@nd | had been planning for this one for maegry. |
convinced a group of coworkers that help me widln parties in the summer for state parks to contie wi
me. We took advantage of the work that the Fabmjly did 4 years ago on getting hotel rooms resgrv
and we went to Idaho Falls. Knowing the naturbad weather killing your eclipse plans, | wantethéoon
the center line away from crowds. In February@t?2, | contacted the high school science teacher in
Terreton ID which is west of Rexburg. We had aagmnversation over the months and | found his@ou
was only 1000 feet off the center line. In the tiesys and hours before totality, it was obviolat this
house would have clear weather.

Our hosts were extremely pleasant and giving. Wethem the night before, set up our scopes andtdid
party and presentation on the eclipse for theni; thends and neighbors. We got up the next nayrand

finished our setup plans and started watching ¢lipse. Our morning and weather could not havenbee

more perfect.

There was a sharp drop in temperature as totalityeccloser, sending everyone scrambling for jackeets
had brought 5 cameras, one for wide field timedajpsvideo camera, two dslrs with timers and a main
camera mounted to my telescope on an equatoriahtndihe main camera was computer controlled te tak
a variety of exposures during totality. All ofshivas supposed to be automatic and hands freloto mile

to watch the eclipse without fussing with camerbisad technical problems about 5 minutes befaiaitp

and my computer and camera stopped talking. Ideas to about 1 minute before totality before Efix

that problem, which means | mis-operated threeratmeras, even forgetting to take lens caps aifdaiv
them. So | wound up with photos from two camerais/e.

But none of that mattered because | was able tohatake entire eclipse with my eyes and looking tlgio
my 20 x 100 binoculars. The view was spectacutdrreo words can fully describe what we saw. There
were lots of ooohs and aaahhhs and other outbulstgjuickly as it started, it was over. Thosewiad
never seen one before were inspired and convirtnadttwas all worth it.
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